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“The Western / Eastern and Northern / Southern Dialogue cannot remain restricted to one domain, 

but should be extended to broader vistas.  The Dialogue has to move to Science, Education, 
Culture and Arts. Thus International Peace and Tolerance will be implemented only through 

creating different aspects of collaboration between individuals and organizations that indeed will 
help in narrowing the gap between developed and the developing countries”. 

 
—HRH Princess Dr. Nisreen El-Hashemite  
November 16th 1995, London – UK  
From a speech given in Celebrating 

UNESCO’s 50th Anniversary, in the presence 
of the Director General Mr. F. Mayor 
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 HRH Princess Dr. Nisreen Bint Prince Mohammed Bin King Faisal (I) Bin El-Sharif 
Hussein El-Hashemite’s origins combine history, religion, politics and education, since she is from 
the Hashemite Family; the holiest family among the Arab World and a direct descendent of the 
Prophet of Islam, Mohammed (S).  
 
 Princess Nisreen is the granddaughter of King Faisal (I) Bin El-Sharif Hussein, the first 
King of Iraq and founder of the Modern State of Iraq, where the Iraqi Nation with all of its 
diversified ethnic origins and religions for the first time, in its history became united under the 
King’s leadership and his commitment to democratic values, implemented through education, 
tolerance, mutual respect, and upholding good relations between neighboring and other 
international countries.  
 

“I want to be a doctor so I will be able to draw a smile on people’s faces” 
 
 Following in the steps of her ancestors, and vowing to preserve the traditions of her family; 
Princess Dr. Nisreen not only dedicated herself to serving mankind, but also is an internationally 
recognized the First Royal Princess medical doctor and scientist and winner of awards and 
Honorary Doctorates in the fields of science, arts, literature, and humanitarian affairs. She 
published several scientific papers as original investigations, more than 30 scientific and social 
studies and is the author of eight books, and is an eloquent orator who captures the respect and 
hearts of people. 
 
 In 2007, Dr El-Hashemite accepted the Royal Academy of Science International Trust 
(RASIT) offer to become its Executive Director, and thus left her scientific career, to which she 
was very committed, at Harvard Medical School, to devote time to serving Science Technology 
and Medicine Education and Research as well as sustainable development programs worldwide.   
 
 
Humanitarian Work and Achievements: 

 
“Humanitarian Work is not only that kind of giving tangible items in emergencies, but 

giving knowledge, transfer of technology, developing education and health systems, creating 
equal opportunities for all regardless of ethnicity, religion or background… I believe that all 

my work is real humanitarian work, because I give unconditionally” 
 
 Nisreen’s humanitarian work started from the age of 14, when her mother El-Sharifa 
Fatima El-Hashemite, involved her to help and support underprivileged children. All through the 
years, she worked to support elderly and disabled people, widows and orphanages, and refugees.   
As a Royal Princess, Nisreen broke the traditional mold and became a highly visible doctor and 
scientist.  Her medical and scientific career started in 1995 at University of London hospitals and 
Institutes and then after at Brigham and Women’s Hospital - Harvard Medical School.   
 
 However, she increasingly found time to raise public awareness on genetic disorders, its 
causes and prevention programs as well as the Islamic opinion in preventive procedures, through 
the audio, visual or written Media, and public seminars. Her method of reaching the public 
dramatically increased the number of families attending screening and prevention programs.  
 
 Dr El-Hashemite dedicated her knowledge and expertise to transfer of technology. She 
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conducted training workshops, lecture series and mentorship programs in developing countries. 
She further created collaboration with pharmaceutical companies aimed at transferring technology; 
put in place regulations and management programs for early detection, counseling and prevention 
of Genetic disorders and Cancer; created patient and family support groups; and encouraged the 
involvement of the private sectors in funding science and technology education and research in 
several countries.   
 
 As the Founder President of Jeans 4 Genes International, she also raised funds to support 
training programs and research in many countries worldwide.  Further, Princess Dr Nisreen 
utilized her scientific and medical knowledge and specialty to improve women’s maternal and 
reproductive health in several Arab countries and to draft modules of law and strategies for 
National and Local Governments.   
 
 El-Hashemite also worked closely with the United Nations and its entities on the issue of 
women’s health and achieving the Millennium Development Goals, and emphasized the 
importance of scientific research and non-profit making organizations’ efforts in identifying 
disorders that affect Women only, improving women’s life, and supporting research to identify 
early detection and treatment. 
 
 
Founder President of World Women’s Health and Development Forum 
 
 Based on her collective data over the period of 10 years of research and studies on sex- (i.e. 
biological) and gender- (i.e. socio-economic) differences in illness and health, as well as social- 
and political- issues concerning women and girls health programs in the World; Princess Dr El -
Hashemite established the World Women’s Health and Development Forum as a Center of 
Excellence aims to providing international leadership and coordination to promote and improve 
the health of women and girls through policy, education, and model programs.  
 
 The High-Level Inaugural World Women’s Health and Development Forum was held at 
the United Nations headquarters, and the Outcome Declaration, which the participants contributed 
to and approved by acclamation reflected an ambitious global action agenda and serves as a Road 
Map for women’s health and development.  
 
 
Founder President of Women in Science International League  
 
 As a Woman in Science who was paid less than her male colleague and the lack of parity in 
science she and her women in science colleagues were facing in United Kingdom and other 
countries, Princess El-Hashemite did not accept the inequality in science and the Gender Pay Gap.  
Following reviewing several studies conducted by her father, HRH Prince Mohammad El -
Hashemite – the Founder President of RASIT, and after looking at situation of women in science 
in developed countries, she took the lead and founded the Women in Science International League.  
The League is dedicated to promoting excellence in education and science, and plays an influential 
role in regional and international higher education policy and supports developments Women in 
Science in a wide range of ways, with a clear consideration for the different needs of different 
societies and cultures.  
 
 Her work led to great change in the situation of Women in Science, and contributed to 
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changing policies and promoting women in science in all Islamic countries and other states.    
She also founded the first international award to recognize achievement of women only and 
particularly Women in Science.   
 
 In 2015, Princess Dr Nisreen took the lead in bringing International recognition for Women 
and Girls in Science when she Communicated with the President of the 69th Session of the UN 
General Assembly to proclaim February 11th the International Day of Women and Girls in 
Science.  She initiated the Partnership with the Government of Malta that led to the adoption of the 
resolution by the 70th Session of the UN General Assembly that was sponsored by more than 65 
Member States. 
 
 
A Co-Founder of Culture for Peace Program. 
 
 Princess El-Hashemite is a Co-founder of the “Culture for Peace Program”, which aims to 
raising the importance of culture & art in creating peace and tolerance between nations, societies 
and communities. As a believer in cultural diversity and the role of culture and arts in development 
programs, she organized several art exhibitions, musical concerts, and lectures.   
 
 
Science for Sustainable Development:  
 
“Popularization of Science is an attempt to reduce the distance standing between science and 

everyday knowledge. To overcome that distance, it is necessary to build a new special 
discourse, in which scientific knowledge is subjugated to a process of transformation to the 

audience’s way of understanding. Since, in principle, science is not located within the area of 
interest of most people, it should be approached to the public’s interest”. 

 
 With the aim “Towards Knowledge Societies”, Dr El-Hashemite founded Science Café 
Program in MENA Region, the first program in the region for popularization of Science; as well as 
Children's Science Café, a monthly seminar series committed to involving school students in 
learning more about and debating science.  
El-Hashemite devotes time to visit schools and uses her titles as a Princess and a doctor to attract 
the attention of children and encourage them mainly Girls to choose Science as a career.   
 
 
The Rights of Deaf 
 
 Established MUTE International Program, which aims to promote, protect and ensure Deaf 
and hearing-impaired persons to the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. From sponsoring Deaf people social activities and inclusion, creating jobs and education 
opportunities, to promoting deaf at the United Nations, lately invited Dr Esraa Elbably as the first 
Deaf person and woman spoke at the UN. 
 
Investing in Future’s Leader: Youth  
 
“Youth must be given every opportunity possible to participate in and be valued as partners 
in decision-making and action at all levels.  Youth are much more than future leaders, in fact 

they are Leaders of Today and ready to develop a sustainable future”. 
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 In 1998, Princess El-Hashemite organized and chaired RASIT-UNESCO Conference: the 
First International Congress of University Students, where 350 university students representing 89 
countries, provided recommendations and possible solutions to narrow the gap between developed 
and developing countries in Higher Education system. The generated recommendations were sent 
to policy makers worldwide and international organizations for implementation. The UNESCO 
used the generated recommendations in organizing its three world conferences on Higher 
Education, Science and Culture.   
 
 Since 2009, she created and established and supported several programs including: 
Generations in Dialogue Program in Arab Countries; ENWAN Arab Youth Empowerment 
Programs, campaigns to renounce sectarianism and radicalization, to create synchronization, 
harmony and reconciliation in societies and communities. Further, she supported Youth 
Afforestation campaigns in different Lebanese and Iraqi provinces.  
 
 
Painting with Coffee 
 
 Princess Nisreen is the First artist to use Arabic / Turkish coffee for paintings.  All 
proceedings of her Art Collection, known as “Wonders of Coffee”, are used to support Health & 
Education Charitable Programs directed to Third World Countries in general and Iraq in particular; 
and also finance El-Sharifa Fatima El-Hashemite Trust Fund for Children and Motherhood.  
 
 Following several art exhibitions, she supported 820 underprivileged Iraqi families in 
Baghdad; distributing School bags and all required academic materials for underprivileged 
children in Iraq age 6 – 10 years: The total number was 62,500 school bags within 5 years; 
supported and sponsored 51 underprivileged Iraqi women and children with chronic diseases to 
receive full treatment in Lebanon; Decorating the Children's Central Hospital Oncology & Renal 
Failure Wards; organized Children’s Art Exhibitions; and established El-Sharifa Fatima Children’s 
Library at the Children's Central Hospital.  The Library serves children suffering from chronic 
diseases including cancer by giving them the spirit of hope.  El-Sharifa Fatima Children's Library 
offers a variety of children's programs including teaching, reading, drawing, handcrafts, 
entertainment, competitions, etc. Most importantly it gives hope to children with chronic diseases 
including cancer, renal failure, and psychological diseases.  The Library also provide family 
support, something that does not exist in Iraq, help families deal with the consequences of a loved 
one’s diseases. 
 

 
“I always want to establish my own legacy: a Legacy that is a bit far from my title, my family 

history and politics, a Legacy that is based on my achievements and serving humanity”. 
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