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ñThe real solutions for worldôs problems like global warming will be invented 

by girls like me. Girls have a lot to share that adults do not think about, so 

when we talk, listenò 

 

 
Rebecca Jekogian, 1st International Day of Women and Girls in Science, UNHQ 2016 
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ñTake the vision and wisdom from scientists; given the fact that I will be a 

future woman in science, thus take the vision and the wisdom from meò 
 

 

Talya Ozdemir, 2nd International Day of Women & Girls in Science, UNHQ 2017 
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ñThe immediate and direct impact of Talya and Rebecca and many girls like them, on their 

communities and societies, is much greater than the impact of celebrities! This is the power of a 

Girl Child. I hope that all international conferences and forums, including the International Day of 

a Girl Child Conference, will have Children in General and Girls in Particular as the speakers, and 

we adults will be the attendees and participants, to learn from their vision on how to do work, how 

to live in peace and how to believe in Equalityé.   

 

In order to empower girls for the future, we need to recognize and celebrate the achievements of 

women in science, known and unknown, remembered and forgotten, who have forged the way for 

those of us in science today, as well as the Women in Science of today who are making history in 

the present for the future. Only through this we can give the opportunity for children: girls and 

boys, to choose their women in science role models.    

 

Today, more than ever, we are creating the change to work on promoting the excellence in 

education and science for girlsò.  

 

Princess Dr. Nisreen El-Hashemite, International Day of a Child Girl, 11 October 2017, Istanbul 
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Concept Note 

Background 

 The idea for an International Day of Women and Girls in Science was generated during the first High-
Level World Women's Health and Development Forum organized by the Royal Academy of Science International 

Trust (RASIT) and The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, and held on 10 and 11 
February 2015 at the United Nations Headquarters. 

 

 Following outreach to a number of partners and stakeholders at all levels and with RASITôs partnership 

with the Government of the Republic of Malta, a milestone year was reached in which the 70th Session of the 
United Nations General Assembly adopted resolution (70/212) proclaiming February 11th annually the 
International Day of Women and Girls in Science.  The sponsorship of more than 68 countries and the approval of 
all Member States to the resolution signals the global community's interest in transforming our world through 

achieving equality and parity in science for sustainable development.   

 

 The partnership between the Royal Academy of Science International Trust (RASIT) and the Government 
of the Republic of Malta illustrates Sustainable Development Goal 17, which is Strengthen the means of 

implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development 

 

 In both 2016 and 2017, the Royal Academy of Science International Trust organized the commemoration 
of the International Day in close collaboration and partnership with the United Nations Department of Economic 

and Social Affairs (UN-DESA) and the Government of Malta, respectively.  The participation of the highest levels 
of the UN system agencies and programmes, Inter-governmental Organizations and Member States, demonstrates 
the continuing resolve and commitment of international community to eliminate gender inequality in science, 

employment, opportunities and education. 
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 The Second Commemoration of this International Day revolved around the theme ñGender, Science, and 
Sustainable Development: The Impact of Mediaò. The theme of the sixty-second Session of the UN Commission 

on the Status of Women (CSW62) looks forward in this regard, since the priority theme will be: "Challenges and 
opportunities in achieving gender equality and the empowerment of rural women and girls", with the review theme 
of CSW62 being entitled: "Participation in and access of women to the media, and information and 

communications technologies and their impact on and use as an instrument for the advancement and empowerment 
of women". Since 10 February 2017, the impact of media in achieving the sustainable development goals is now 
widely discussed in the international community. 

 

 Under the lead of the Royal Academy of Science International Trust (RASIT) and the Government of the 

Republic of Malta, the 3rd commemoration of the International Day of Women and Girls in Science, was 
organized in close collaboration with the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the 
Permanent Missions of Costa Rica, Hungary and Vietnam to the United Nations and with the co-sponsorship of the 

Permanent Representations of Argentina, Australia, Colombia, Cyprus, Georgia, Paraguay, Portugal, Rwanda, San 
Marino and Thailand to the United Nations; as well as the International Labour Organization (ILO), the World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).  

 

The 3rd Commemoration Forum was held at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from 8 ï 9 February 
2018, and focused firmly on ñEquality and Parity in Science for Peace and Developmentò  

 

 


